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AND SPEED
BOAT

FOREWORD

This Code of Practice has been drawn up with the co-
operation of local P.W.C. users, the Pembrokeshire Coast
National Park Authority, Pembrokeshire County Council and
Marine Coastguard Agency (M.C.A.) to promote responsible
use of personal and fast powered water craft within
Pembrokeshire.

CONSERVATION

Most of the coast of the Pembrokeshire National Park is of
international importance for breeding and migratory birds,
seals, dolphins and porpoises.

All of these can be disturbed by high speed craft and users
should treat the whole coastline with respect.

ON WATER RULES
. Always abide by the bylaws (Recommended 8 knots

maximum with due care and attention off any beach
within 100m below mean low tide mark). 

. Know the ‘rules of the road’ (collision regulations)

. Look out for warning signs and buoyage.

. Know tidal movements and water depths.

. Ensure you are aware of the Guidelines regarding,
Birds, Seals, Dolphins and Porpoises.

. Pay heed to any advice or instructions given by officers 
of the County Council, the Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park, Milford Haven Port Authority and The Marine 
Coastguard Agency.

. DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE.

RESPECT FOR OTHER
WATER USERS
. Do not be a nuisance (noise, speed, parking, launching)
. Stay well away from and respect other water user’s 

space.
. Do not operate in patrolled bathing areas or other areas 

used for swimming.
. Show common courtesy.
. Pollution of beaches, banks and water with oil and 

rubbish is an offence.
. Avoid operating in or around mooring areas.

TRAINING

We strongly advise that before using a personal watercraft or
fast powered craft you get trained.

. Personal Water Craft Federation 
(01223) 516769

. Royal Yachting Association 
(01703) 627400

. Pembrokeshire Watersports 
(01646) 622013

. Tenby Marine
(01834) 845519

SAFETY CHECKS
. Check the Weather forecast: 

Shipping forecast broadcast times
12.48 / 05.45 / 12.00 / 17.54
Sea areas Lundy/Fastnet/Irish Sea

Phone Marine call 09068 500460

Key in 459 for Milford Haven
Key in 460 Cardigan Bay
H.M. Coastguard (01646) 690909

. Carry out checks in accordance with the craft
operating manual.

. You must hold third party insurance.

. Do not leave your vehicle or trailer on the beach.

. Do not drive on the beach other than for launching 
purposes.

. Make sure someone knows where you are going, what 
time you are expected to return and where you are 
leaving your car and trailer.

. Obtain permission from the Harbourmaster when 
operating or launching in harbour areas.

. Obtain a copy of the safety guidelines for P.W.C. from M.C.A.

County Hall, 
Haverfordwest, 

Pembrokeshire, SA61 1TP
Tel: (01437) 764551

www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk

Winch Lane, Haverfordwest,
Pembrokeshire, SA61 1PY

www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk

www.mhpa.co.uk
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D
o not chase dolphins or porpoises or drive a boat directly

tow
ards them

; w
henever possible, let them

 approach you.

D
o not change course or speed in a sudden or erratic m

anner;
slow

ing dow
n or stopping suddenly can confuse and alarm

dolphins as m
uch as sudden acceleration.

A
void dolphins and porpoises w

ith young.

D
o not approach w

here there are seals ashore or cliff nesting
birds and rafting sea birds.
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